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Vision with Heart: The Pacific Vision Foundation Eye Institute - “Leave No One Behind” 

 

For warriors on the battlefield “leave no one behind” is a noble desire and a moral behavior. 

Can this this noble desire of the battlefield also be a call to action for healthcare and the battle against 

visual loss and blindness in its many forms? 

 

In 2015, The United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development was adopted by 193 Heads of 

State at a summit meeting at UN Headquarters in New York City. The goals described are related to the 

management of such pervasive global concerns as poverty, health, hunger, education, equality, 

environment and the necessary partnerships required to achieve progress on such monumental 

humanitarian issues. In order to lean into such multidimensional conditions we must think and act 

holistically and in innovative ways. Ideas and concepts must be translated into practical realities through 

tangible programs, local projects and engaged organizations and individuals.  

 

The healing work required in the delivery of healthcare is not simply another clinic, training program, 

outreach effort or patchwork insurance adjustment. Rather it requires a movement toward inclusiveness 

and compromise, an acceptance of diversity, and a willingness to try something new with a deeply felt 

healing intent. It starts with individual personal thoughts, feelings, decisions, commitments and actions 

involving kindness, compassion, generosity, and selfless service. Only individuals and organizations 

committed to the vision and mission of compassionate care for all can come together at the community 

level to sustain such a deep and broad endeavor. 

 

It is the vision and mission of the Pacific Vision Foundation Eye Institute to espouse and embody the 

principles and structures necessary to bring together a collective of individuals and organizations in 

partnership to do what is necessary to realize an ophthalmic hub for a wheel of healing which provides 

excellent, compassionate ophthalmic care to all who need it in a setting which trains the eye doctors of 

tomorrow while dealing with the issues of today, honoring the past and modeling the future.  

 

The dream of the Eye Institute in San Francisco rests upon a deep, long lasting and continuing ophthalmic 

heritage which bridges 3 centuries and looks toward a legacy that will serve as a model for all that 

demonstrates - no one needs to be left behind. 

  

I am impressed, moved and inspired by all that has been accomplished by the Eye Institute thus far. I look 

ahead to what is yet to come and strongly support this dream as it continues to manifest. 
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